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ESS 
The Edinburgh Senegalese Society 

Edinburgh Senegalese Society (ESS) is 
a community group run by Senegalese 
volunteers living in Edinburgh to promote 
and share Senegalese culture. The group 
aims to help facilitate the integration of 
Senegalese heritage into Scottish culture 
by engaging groups through creative, 
social and cultural activities.

At the core of the group’s mission 
statement is the idea of ‘Teranga’, which 
means ‘hospitality’ in Woolfe’. ‘Terengra’ 
itself, acts as a cornerstone to Sengalese 
tradition. It means that every person is 
welcome and demands to be treated 
with the upmost respect whatever their 
background.

The group aims to maintain an office or 
community centre for the administration 
of programs and activities to support 
Senegalese / African families in obtaining 
necessary life skills to become self sufficient 
in accessing schools, employment and 
community resources. Establish networks 
to support charity works in Senegal, The 
Gambia and  other areas of Africa. Provide 
orientation and assistance other than 
financial, to newly arrived Senegalese to 
life in Scotland. Receive and maintain funds 
through fundraising for education, social 
activities and humanitarian purposes.

The Edinburgh Senegalese Society 
events range greatly in scope from fringe 
performances to Senegalese cultural 
weekends.  ESS has been successfully 
celebrating Senegalese Independence 
day in Edinburgh for many years as a 
regular annual event. Senegal celebrates 
its independence day on 4th April. 
Independence of Senegal was proclaimed 
on 4 April 1960.

Another great example of a recent event 
would include that of the Ndaje night 
featuring African music and samba 
dancing. Whatever the event, ESS creates 
a lively atmosphere where Terengra is 
manifest and new relationships can be 
built across the community.

Contact: 
email: esedinburgh@hotmail.com or
email: ess2008@hotmail.co.uk
web: www.essaide.wordpress.com
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Photos: Senegal’s 50th Independence Day 
Celebration in Edinburgh on 04 April 2010 at 
Tollcross community centre (Archive pictures)

Photo: Senegalese Independence Celebration in 
Edinburgh (2010 Archive pictures)

Photo: Audiences at the Senegalese Independence 
Celebration in Edinburgh (2010 Archive pictures)
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