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A wide range of different groups were engaged 
at ELREC’s “Celebrating Africa” event, and 
the purpose of this short piece is to give you 
an idea of just how many there are and what 
they do across Edinburgh and the Lothians. It is 
based upon experience gained whilst working 
with these community groups. 

Firstly, we have the community groups. If 
someone is coming to Edinburgh or Scotland 
from any country or heritage for the first time 
then they can find it a daunting experience, and 
these groups perform a crucial role in providing 
a point of contact for these travellers. Acting as 
a crucial foundation upon which the individual 
may continue to build their identity. As well as 
providing a tangible glimpse of one’s homeland, 
even though it may be far away. After all, no 
man or woman is an island and community is 
vital wherever you go, however far away from 
your home you may be. 

Amongst African community groups that 
offer such assistance are; The Zimbabwean 
Community Group in Scotland, The Ghanaian 
Association Edinburgh, The Senegalese Society 
(ESS), Association of Gambians in Edinburgh, 
The South African Living in Scotland (SALIS), 
The Edinburgh Sudanese Community Group, The 
Tanzania Edinburgh Community Association, and 
various friend groups of African nations based 
in Scotland. All of these groups share a common 
goal in that they provide an organised base for 
those from the country the group represents in 
the Lothian and Scotland. Whilst also providing 
a banner under which events relating to that 
country – whether they are cultural, charitable 
or otherwise – can be organised.  That’s not all 
they do.

If you have a look on those various Community 
Group websites or Facebook pages then they 
state that they also “lobby [the] government 
on issues affecting African nations, such as 
immigration, asylum and employment issues.” 
Some groups also help their members get 
acquainted with the world of Scottish politics, 
providing links that give more information 
on the Home Office and voting in the UK and 
information on citizenship, amongst many 
other areas. 

African communities in Edinburgh 
and the Lothians: A snapshot 

What brings community together?
It has been identified that the following 
factors play a key role in bringing the African 
community together. 

Celebration of National days or anniversaries 
of independence: 
The African communities living across 
Edinburgh and the Lothians get together to 
celebrate their national day every year. For 
example, Edinburgh’s Senegalese and Ghanaian  
community have  hosted vibrant events over the 
last few years which provide a great opportunity 
for community integration. 

Black History Month Celebration: 
Since 2001, the month of October is celebrated 
throughout  Scotland as an annual event to 
address positive image and the history of 
the black community. These events provide 
an opportunity for the  community to come 
together. In 2012, a group was established, 
named, Black awareness and Cultural Events 
(BACCE). Most of the events took place in East 
Lothian and Edinburgh. Many African cultural 
groups actively showcased their artistic 
creativity.  The Black History celebration, 
provides a platform for integration of the 
African and Caribbean communities. 

International Development / Charity work: 
Supporting initiatives  back home by forming a 
small NGO to initiate fund raising activities for 
particular projects. These activities are often 
run by dedicated volunteers based in Edinburgh 
as well as supported by local ‘friends’ of the 
particular nations. This kind of charity work 
provides an opportunity to establish a network 
among pan African groups.  There are a range 
of issues addressed throughout the projects 
such as; Poverty, income generation, rural 
development , education and empowerment 
of community. Examples include SASHITA 
(Edinburgh) and ASHI Charity (West Lothian). 

Enterprise Development: 
African indigenous arts and crafts, and herbal 
remedies have a higher market value in Scotland. 
Many African entrepreneurs based in Edinburgh 
have initiated small scale projects. Projects 
may be linked with charitable goals. Promotion 
and marketing by these entrepreneurs has 
helped to disseminate African heritage and 
culture across the wider community.  
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Inter-country relations: 
An excellent example of this in Scotland is the 
Scotland-Malawi Partnership, which is dedicated 
to building and enhancing links between the 
two countries.

Nowadays social network plays a crucial role 
in advancing communication. On the Sudanese 
Community website one word that stands out 
(and is repeated elsewhere many times on other 
pages!) is “integration”. This is a particularly 
important concept at this moment in time given 
the recent discussions around the results of the 
Scottish referendum and issues it has raised 
surrounding national identity. What does it 
mean to integrate? When can integration be said 
to be completed? One particularly important 
question is how can someone integrate into a 
society whilst retaining their individual identity, 
without the need for compromise? Without a 
doubt all of these groups play an important 
part in that question, community cohesion, 
providing a secure and safe space for this to 
happen, particularly when it comes to the 
younger generation who desire to learn about 
their roots. 

Last but not least, on the day we also heard from 
Samba Sene Diwani, Tiwatiwa, Benny, Zawadi 
Alba Choir, Afro Dance Zone, Makossa, Helen 
of Troy, Afrodonia and Toto Tales. All of these 
groups are fantastic examples of African music 
and folklore within the Edinburgh & Lothians. 
Performances from these groups on the day 
were incredibly well-received by attendees, 
and we look forward to seeing more of them at 
future ELREC events.

Ultimately, however, the above descriptions 
are just the tip of the iceberg! There is clearly 
a common wealth of information that we can 
draw upon and enjoy, as well as a wide range 
of talented groups and individuals who are 
dedicated to the promotion of Africa within 
the Edinburgh & Lothians. ELREC’s Celebrating 
Africa event was a great example of bringing 
in some of these people and their efforts 
together and we look forward to more of these 
celebrations in years to come. In this magazine 
you will find information about some of the 
African community & cultural groups  we liaised 
with during the course of the Celebrating Africa 
project. 

Many thanks
Mizan Rahman, Equality Engagement Officer
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Celebrating Africa Event 2014


